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There is a desperate need for housing in both Washington and the entire United States. In 

Washington state alone it is predicted, 1 million new dwelling units will be needed in the next 5 

years without any population growth factored in. This demand increases to 4-7 million 

nationwide. Recent measures taken to increase density in single family residential 

neighborhoods have helped, but further action is needed. A projected 15,000 stores will close in 

2025 alone, most of which are large retail buildings. Converting such spaces into residential 

developments has the potential to alleviate 8.6-15% of the current housing demand.Converting 

large commercial spaces into housing will not only aid the current housing demand, but can also 

reduce urban sprawl, which has the potential to impact protected natural areas and agricultural 

lands alike. Maintaining undeveloped land is not the only benefit to converting these locations, 

most of these large commercial stores are located in centralised community hubs and already 

include large amounts of parking with utilities already connected.  

 

While large box stores like this continue to become vacant all over the United States, this 

specific location is a perfect case study for how vacant and underutilized sites, such as this, can 

be repurposed and used as much needed housing. For instance, the site is adjacent to a 

shopping center with amenities including: a grocery store, a second hand store, and a hardware 

store. A hospital, post office, bank, pharmacy, dentist, repair shop, and various restaurants are 

other conveniences located within a mile of the chosen site. The site is also within walking 

distance of 2 bus stops, allowing occupants easy access to the public transit.  

 

The construction of this particular big box store was seen as an additional advantage to the 

project’s location. To start, the existing CMU walls and membrane roof serve as a protective 

shell for the dwelling units within. This shell can protect the units from moisture, sound, and 

direct sunlight. The existing steel posts and open web joists would remain to support the roof; 

moreover, the roof would be opened up to allow the courtyard to breathe and sunlight to flood 

the space, while maintaining its existing drainage system. This effort to maintain the building’s 

existing structural and drainage systems would aid in keeping construction costs low and 

preserve an already resilient building. 

 



This site has a huge, underutilized parking lot, that even while maintaining adequate parking for 

residents, staff and guests, and leaving access to the parking for the other stores, still has 

enough space to convert some of the existing previous surface into a lovely park. The proposed 

park along with the interior courtyard create 111,537 sqft of greenspace, approximately 30% of 

the lot. Some greenery in an otherwise concrete and asphalt desert, would help to filter and 

collect stormwater, trap carbon, and cool down the entire vicinity. It would also provide a location 

to bring together the housing community and the patrons and employees of the shopping mall.   

The large site and sizable roof structure also provide the perfect infrastructure for a 

considerable solar field. 1,162 solar panels (~17,417 sqft) is enough to make the community 

self-sufficient. There is 76,000 sqft of roof and plenty of room for covered parking areas with 

solar arrays. With so much prime surface area for sun, any excess electricity generated can be 

sent back to the grid for credit. 

 

This proposed housing community would be an ideal location for young couples, small families, 

single individuals, and elderly folks who want to remain independent, but are still close to a 

community. Small communities like these are the future of housing. As a county we are not only 

lacking in housing, we are also in desperate need of connection. The individual homes and front 

gardens provide a sense of independence and the opportunity to create a space all your own, 

while the courtyard and park provide a much needed third space for people to gather and 

connect.    
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