
Dahlquist Collective​
Site Address: 1313 N State St.​
Lot Dimensions: 50’ x 120’ 

In a time when downtown housing is becoming increasingly out of reach, the Dahlquist Building 
offers a chance to do something different. Built in 1913, this three-story brick building is part of 
Bellingham’s historic downtown and at one time hosted a variety of food vendors . Our proposal 
reimagines the building’s upper floors—once the Hotel Mullen—into a collective-style housing 
designed to support students and young adults. 

Drawing inspiration from European co-housing models, the design focus for the residences was 
on community and connection rather than excess square footage. Residents will have private 
micro-units paired with generous shared kitchens, lounges, and gathering spaces. This approach 
not only limits the cost of construction per unit, but also creates a more sustainable, social, and 
affordable way to live downtown. 

On the roof, gathering spaces will offer residents sweeping views of the Bellingham Bay, while 
also leaving space to incorporate sustainability measures. At the street level, The Dahlquist 
building will once again serve food and community, with a restaurant, café, and coworking 
space that add vibrancy to the street and daily convenience for residents. 

 

Affordability & Constructability  

Affordability starts with what’s already here. By reusing the existing structure, we reduce both 
material costs and construction timeline for this scale structure. With the existing first floor in 
decent condition, renovation efforts will focus on the second and third floors, keeping structural 
intervention minimal while using cost-effective materials. 

The collective housing model encourages private units to be minimalist, which allows more in the 
budget for luxury in the spacious kitchens and a rooftop atrium. This creates a higher quality of 
life than traditional housing options at the same scale. Window openings will be preserved with 
new, energy-efficient inserts—maintaining the building’s historic character while upgrading 
performance. 

A new elevator and stairwell will make the building fully accessible and code-compliant, with 
strong attention to life safety, fire protection, and ADA requirements. Inside the units, flexible 
layouts—such as lofted or convertible sleeping areas—help maximize limited square footage 
without compromising comfort. 



 

Sustainability & Resilience 

Sustainability is embedded in the project from the start: reusing the existing building avoids 
demolition waste and the high carbon footprint of new construction. Durable, high-performance 
materials are prioritized, such as mineral wool insulation for fire resistance and recycled content, 
and locally sourced wood for framing. Heating, cooling, and hot water will be supplied by 
efficient heat pumps, while low-flow plumbing reduces utility costs.  

On the roof, the sustainability intent is visualized: a solar array will help offset energy usage of the 
building, while the green roofs will help manage stormwater while also creating sheltered 
outdoor space year-round. Combined with its central, walkable location, the project 
encourages a lower-carbon lifestyle by reducing car dependence and making everyday needs 
accessible on foot. 

Innovation & Community 

The Dahlquist Collective takes timeless ideas—shared open space, co-housing, intentional 
community—and adapts them for Bellingham today. The collective will foster a small residential 
community where private living space is balanced with meaningful shared experiences. This is 
housing designed for people who might otherwise struggle to find a home downtown, and now 
will be able to enjoy access to our little big city.  

The rooftop atrium and garden create opportunities for connection: chance encounters, shared 
meals, and casual gatherings that build community over time. By investing in shared 
infrastructure, the project fosters resilience and connection over isolation and excess. 

At the street level, the reactivation of the ground floor with a restaurant, café, and coworking 
space invites the public in and keeps the building a vital part of downtown life. These uses not 
only enrich the neighborhood but also provide financial stability for the project through lease 
income, ensuring the Dahlquist Collective thrives long-term. 

 


